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The Penitent Pziſoner. x | 
| HIS "1" 


Character. 


E is one, who although he confeſs 
| himſelf to have been ſed#c't by his | 
Luſts, and iztict by evil Company, yet 
being under reſtraint ( according to the | 
merit of his Crime ) he makes a Pulpit of 


- his Priſon to Preach to him Repentance ; 


a Sermox of his ſhackles to teach him his 
Service ; He turns his Gaole into a Shop 
to traffick for Heaven ; and into an £x- 
thange of all Devotions that may gain hinr - 


' Salvation, For being entred into Priſor 


( after he hath ſometime /ok't about him, 
and ſees nothing but thick walls, ffrong batrs, 
a dark room, and zo way to eſcape, ) he 
begins thus to word it, For conviFiop he 
knows muſt go before Coxverſion, Lord i 
where am I? what have I done: How hath 
the iniquity of my hands and heels ham- 
per d me? How have I drink down iniqui- 
ty like water, drawn ſin as with a Cart 
rope | How like a wretch have I night and 
day t#2'd at the Devils oate, zrinded at his 
Mull, diz'd in his Mine, 747 0n his errands, 

; A 2 not | 
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for my. {ins art juſtly diſpleaſed ? yet O God 


2 ThePenitent Piſoner, 
not only a#ed ſin, but contrived it, ſinned 
with a hi2h hand, and haxzhty heart! Oh 
the ter fruit of thoſe things whereof 
1 am zow aſhamed ! what gravel in my 


ſtomach do I find that /follez bread to 


be zow,. which once went down ſo ſfweet- 
ly! Into what a Labyrinth of miicry hath 
the following of the »otzons of my wile 
Luſts led me ! How have I by my many 


and grievous {ins, diſhowour d my God, (ad- 


ded the Holy Angels, ſhaw'd my Chriſti- 
an profeſſion , damag'd my neighbour, 
wouzrded my own Cconicience, 7roubled my 
ſpirit, and givez large earneſt for my 
everlaſting ruine! Methinks I hear ir 
{aid in my eares, as if ſpoken from the 
battlements of Heaven, Let zo man 0p- 
preſs, or defraud his Brother , for the 
Lord is the avenger of all ſuch, 1-Thef. 
4. 6. SO Rom, 1, 18. The wrath of 
God is revealed trom Heaven againſt a// 
unzodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men , 
where then ſhall I appear, being 1 ſo ad, 
ſo zziſerable a Condition? of whom may 1 
ſeek. fer ſucconr but of thee, O ord, who 
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The Penitent Þziſoners. 3 
moſt Holy, O Lord moft. mighty, Q-.Holy 
and merciful Saviour, deliver me wot into: 
the bitter pains of eternal death ;, _ Thou 
knoweſf, Lord, the ſecrets. of my. heart, 
ſhut not up thy merciful eares to my pray-. 
ers, but ſpare me Lord, moſt Holy,” O God 
aſt mighty, ' O Holy and merciful Saviour, 
thow moſt worthy judge eternal , ſuffer me. 
not for any pains of death to fall from-thee, 
Look upon the wouzads'.in thy hands,; 
and have mercy upon me:the work af thy | 
hands. w5 KY + \ - SEL 

i O give me a praying, that thou mailt 
afford me a pittying heart. 


His Letany. 


O God, the Father of Heaven haug mercy 
pox me, Keep, and deiend me from that 
roaring Lion, that goes about ſeeking 

whom he may devour. | Ms, 
| O God the. gon, Redeemer of the world, 
have mercy upon me, Save, and deliver.me 
fram the wrath to come. 

O Gud the, Holy' Ghoſt, proceeding from 
the Father. and Jp, om » \have mercy up- 
| 3 077 
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CHE RT IST 


on me, ſtrengthen and comfort me in 
this my preſent calamitous condirinn. 
O Holy, Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinity, 


three Perſons, andone God, have mercy upon, 


mes 
' Remember not, Lord;the fins of my youth, 
nor of my maturer growth, but ſpare me, 
Good Lord, ſpare thy poor creature ( not 
worthy to be ca/led thy Servant) azd be not 
axgry with me for ever. 

From fin, from the crafts and aſſaults of 


the Devil, and from thy wrath, and from 


everlaſting damnation, 
= Good Lozddeliver me, ' 
From miſpending the few moments I 
have to live, from hardneſs of heart, and 
contempli of Food counſel, that ſhall be g1- 
VEN INE, 
|  Goqd Lo2d deliver me. 


In the time of this my preſent diſtreſs 


and Tribulation, in the hour of my ap- 


proaclfiag death, and in the day of Fuig- 
{4 ll 3 ” 
Good Lozd deliver me. 


I a poor Priſoner, and ſorrowful finner,dq 


beſeech thee to hear me, O Lord, That it 
7 may 
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Lhe Penitent P2iſoner. 5 | 
way pleaſe thee to give me thy Grace tocon- | 
demn my ſelf, that I may zo be con- 
demn'd, and to judge my ſelf, that I may 
2ot be judged. | 
That I may 6brize forth fruits worthy of | 
Repentance. 2 
That I may take a Hy revenge on m 
elf, judging my ſelf not worthy of a mou 
ul of freſh aire, or a morſel of meat, who . | 
have abuſed thy good creatures as Ihave | 
Gone. | xi 
That I may not give ſeep to my eyes, 


| nor ſlumber to my eye lids, nor ſuffer the 


Temples of my head to take any reſt, until 
F have wnfeiznedly endeavoured to make | 
my peace with thee. | 

That thou wouldſt give me true Re- 
pentance, which may appear by my »a#- 
ing reſtitution ( as wwuchas in melyes) ta 
thoſe whom I have wronged. 

That thow wouldſt forgive all my fins, of 
what zature and quality ſoever, and endow 
we with the grace of thy Holy ſpir#, to make 
a ſanified uſe of this ſad Diſpenſation of 
thy providence. 

Son of God [ beſeech thee to hear me, 

A 4 0 
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'O thou Lamb of God that takeſt away the 


ſins of the world, have mercy upon me. 


O thou Lamb 'of God that takeſt away the 


ſins of the werld, 


Grant me thy peace. 
Lord have mercy upon me, 
Chriſt have mercy upon me. 
-, Lord have mercy upon me, 
Our Father which art in Heaven, &C, 
O Lord deal not with me after my ſins. 
Neither reward me after m } 171quities, 
O God,merciful Father, who deſ piſeſt not 


the fighing of a contrite heart , 20Y ft he aefire 


of ſuch as. be ſorrowful, mercifully aſſiſt me 


in. theſe my Prayers that 1 make unto 


thee-in this my preſent trouble and ad- 
verlity, and grant that I whole cox{ci- 
exce by ſin is accuſed, by thy merciful par- 
don may be abſolv'd, through Jeſus Chriſt my 
Lord axdonly Saviour, Amen. 

O God whoſe Nature and Preperty us ever 
fo have mercy, and to forgive, receive my 


bumble petitions, and though 7 be tyed. 


4nd bound with the chains of my ſins ( Fet- 
ters worle than thoſe of Iron that are 
upon .me) Tet /et the pittifulneſs of thy 


great 
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The Penitent P2iſoner. 7 | 


« great mercy looſe me, for the honor cf Feſus 


- 
ee EY, EE PIES 
.* 
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Chriſt his ſake my Mediator and Advocate, 
Amen. 


Þis Sighs. 


O that my head were waters, and my 
ezes 2 Fountain of fears, that I might 
lament day and zight, the fins that I 
have comrnitted againſt /o good, and ſo 
great a God, ſo often, and fo hainoully as I 
have done ! | | 

Oh wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from this body of death ! 

I have ned, what thall Ido unto thee, 
O thou preſerver of men ? 

O that as the Hart pants after the water 
Brooks, ſo my ſoz! might pant after thee 
nn | 

O that I could be 7ez thouſand times - 
more coxtrite, and humble 1n heart than I 
am! = 


His Serious Meditation. 


Is any Gael like the Dyrgeon of Hell? |} 
: | Are | 
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Are any Keepers like Fiends 7 1s there any 
burning like that fires Any biting like 
that worm? Any ſhame of face like to 
the confuſion of face before men and An- 
gels? Can any {oſs on Earth equal the 
boſs of Heaven* Or Baniſhment from 
Friends, 2 Baniſhment from God and his 
Holy. Angels * To dwell in utter darkneſs 
where there 4s zo light, amidſt infinite 
torture, where there is zo caſe, and that 
to all eternity. Lord, this will be m 
—_ without thy mercy, O ps 

ave mercy upon me according to thy 
loving kindneis, according to the mwltr- 
tude of thy tender Compaſlions blot out 
all my tranſgreſſions. Draw a red ſtreak 
with the 4/z24_of my Redeemer over a// 
the foul Cherafers of my fins: Eſpeci- 
ally, forgive ( herehe mentions with ut- 
moſt aggravation the ſi or ſis that moſt 
trouble his conſcience.) Ore deepcalls up- 
on another , the deep of my miſery on 
the deep of thy mercy. O Lord, hear, 
and conſider O Lord, and av it, for my 
[prrit waxcth faint. | 
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thall al! appear before the Fidement ſeat 


His OccaſionalEjaculations, | 


When arraiznd at the Barr he thus 
piouſly ejaculates, O the time when we 


” town the che of +. fn or hudtl 
Upon the {z2»t of a hre or flame of 2 
Candle he 4s words it : 

O who amongſt us can dwell! with de- | 
vouring fire, who amongſt us can dwe/7 | 
with everlaſting burnings ! 


Upon the Jaylozs Locking him in. 


He thinks on the diſmalneſs of be- 
ing ſbut out of Heaven, and ito Hell. 


Upon hearing his leud Companions to Swear 
and Curſe. 


Wo 1s me that I am conſtrain'd to 
dwell in this Hell upon Earth, and to have 
my Habitation among ſuch vile per- 
ONS. | 


Upon. | 


| ro ThePenitent P:iſoner, 
Upon the ſight of that pictance of mcat and 
- Dink allotced him. 


Lord, I am not worthy of the leaſt 
crumb that falls from the table of thy 
bountybeing ſo great a rebel, as I have been 
to thee. Lo 
Upon hts being bound tn the Care, 

He thinks upon that ev//' Servant to 
whom it was (aid, B:i2d him hand and 
foot, and caſt him into##ter darkneſs, 

When he hears the palſing Bell co fo2 him. 

| He thinks he hears the found of the 
|| Zafft Trump ſwmmoning him to ariſe and 
|]; come to Judgment. 
' Hts Devotion as he ts going to Srecution, 
| O Saviour of the world ſave me, who by thy 
croſs and precious blood haſt redeemed me, 
help me 1 beſeech thee,O God. 

O let the ſorrowful ſighing of me 3 poor 
Priſoner come before thee,and by the great- 
eſs of thy power preſerve thou me, who 
1] am gorzz to die x ſhameful temporal death, 

Lord,preſerve me from that death which is 
eternal, | 

O thew ſomze token upon me tor good, 
that the Dew/, who watcheth for my owt, 


may 


1 
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Lhe Penitent Pziſoner. rx | 
may ſee it, and be aſhama, becauſe thou 
Lord haſt ho{pez and comforted me. 

O thouthatdidit [ave the peritent Thief 
on the croſs, have mercy upon me a miſeres 
ble malefaftor. 

O aeliver me for T am helpleſs, and poor, 
and my heart 15 wouzded within me. 

Though my fleſh and my heart fail, yet 
be thou the ſf#rez2tb of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. 


Vis Devotion at the Place of Execution, 


Lord be not far from me, now trouble 1s 

near at hand, 

ow, aow Lord Jeſs, fave from eternal 
death my poor ſinful ſoul which thou didſt 
purchaſe with thy blood. 

O God make ſpeed to ſave me, 

O Lord make haſie to help me, 

Save me, dear Jeſus, by thy merits,and 
zake my trembling departing ſoul to thy 
mercy. 

Lord Jelus receive my Spirit, . 


| -12 The Penitent Paiſonet. | 


The Pzayer of one commitred to Pziſon fos 


Q 


mercy wpoy me 4 grievous ſinner, who 


deſtroying her Child, 


Almighty God, Father of mercy 
and God of all Conſolation : have 


heving not the fear of thee my God be- 


fore my eyes, have made away with my 
Child ; 0 bleſſed Saviour, who when thou 
took'ſt upon thee to deliver man, did't not 
abhor the Virgins womb , compaſſonate 
me, who have cruelly deſtroy'd the fruit of 
2y womb : although for this I am affiited or 
IF erveryſide, yet ſuffer me pot to be diſtreſt, * | 
[|F though zz wazt of ſome of thy comforts, yet 
not of all ; though chaſtened, yer not forla- 
ken ; though caſt down, yet ſuffer me not 
.utterly fo periſh. Sprinkle ze with Hyfop 
dip't in the blood of that immaculate Lamb 
Chriſt Jeſus, and 7 ſhall be clean, waſh 
me, and t ſhall be whiter than Snow. O 
let the blood of Jeſus be heard above the 
Cry of my crying ſin, ſpare me good Lord, 
ſpare me a ſorrowful ſinner and be not 
- angry with me for ever. Amen, 


The 


Xhe Payer of one conimitted to- Pziſon fox 
Purther, and under the Sentence of Conz 
demnatton, 


To « 


need, the helper of all that flee to 

ee for ſuccour; 7 the vileſt of ſinners,and 

1 _ the worſt f men, for ſuch have 1 made my 
(elf by my ins 

thee to have mercy upon me a bloody ſinner. 

, O deliver me from bloud-guiltineſs, O God, 


ſing aloud of t 


y Righteouſneſs. The remem- 
brance of this my fin is grievous unto me, 
mercy «pox me O Lord, have mercy wpore 
we, who repent with as lowly 4 Spirit, 4s 
ever 7 ſinned with a high hand, Lord help 
my _—_—. Ard when Juſtice ſball 
lay my blood «pon my own head, let the 


hands 7 zow commend zy ſoul, into thy 
hands do thou then recerve it, O bleſſed 
Feſus, be thouthen a Feſws to me. Amen, 
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A ned, God, the aid of all that . 
' 


, do here paſſionately beſeech 
thou God of * Satvation,1o ſhall my Tongue | 


> | © zhe burthen of i# & intolerable: Have - 


blood of F eſms Chriſt be on it too, Into w 


/ 
| 
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